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Now advertisers using free-standing inserts
can harness all the power of The Orange
County Register with the prestige of The
Wall Street Journal.

Affluent Inserts provide a fresh, smart way
for advertisers to target the most affluent
buyers in Southern California—at an attrac-
tive CPM. And it’s easy: One call, one
order—Ilots of customers!

No newspaper comes close to the The
Register’s coverage of the rich and vital
Orange County market. And no newspaper
can match the quality of The Journal’s busi-
ness coverage and its audience profile.

Affluent Inserts—an innovative idea from
The Wall Street Journal and The Orange
County Register!
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Vivid memories of famous trials

Linda Deutsch of Associated Press has had
a front-row seat since the late 1960s

By M.L. Stein

Linda Deutsch has many vivid
memories of the famous trials she has
covered for Associated Press, but one
in particular stands out.

It concerned the 1976 bank robbery
trial of Patty Hearst in San Francisco.

The jury came in with an unex-
pected verdict of guilty and Deutsch
dashed to file a bulletin from a hall-
way phone a colleague was holding
open for her.

However, there was a problem.
The judge, in the emotion-charged
courtroom, had ordered that every-
one remain seated until he left the
bench.

Deutsch was perfectly positioned
in a jury box close to a side door,
which was blocked by a six-foot
deputy marshal, who took the judge’s
admonition very seriously.

“I was in panic,” Deutsch recalled.
“I could see people being let through
the main door but this guy stood fast.
Every paper in the country was hold-
ing open the front page.

“I said, “You’ve got to let me out of
here.” He wouldn’t move.”

The diminutive reporter recollects
that the next few seconds are still a
kind of blur in her mind, but she does
remember getting out.

“I got an elbow under his chin,”
she related. He tumbled back and I
climbed over him. As I ran for the
phone I figured I would be arrested
for assaulting a marshal but my first
thought was to get the bulletin out.

There is a footnote to the story.

When Deutsch returned to the
courtroom a month later for the sen-
tencing, the same deputy was there. I
said to myself, “I can’t go through this
again,” she recounted, “but he held
open the door for me and said with a
funny smile, ‘You didn’t get another
chance at me, huh?’ ”

As American journalism’s pre-emi-
nent trial specialist, Deutsch has had
plenty of chances for other court-
related experiences. Her latest was
the William Kennedy Smith rape trial
in Florida.

Much of the testimony was rivet-
ing, she allowed, but what sticks in
her mind is an almost steady diet of
room-service food at her hotel.

“The judge was running the trial

Linda Deutsch

seven days a week and I often worked
19-hour days,” Deutsch said. “When
you looked down the corridor of the
press floor in the hotel, you could see
room-service trays outside every
door.”

The trial so exhausted her that,
upon her return home, she came
down with pneumonia and spent a
week in bed.

The 48-year-old New Jersey native
is assigned to AP’s Los Angeles
bureau with the title of Special Writer
but do not count on reaching her
there.

More than likely she will be cover-
ing a trial somewhere.

Since the late 1960s, Deutsch has
had a front-row seat at virtually every
Page One trial in the nation, beginning
with that of Sirhan Sirhan, the assas-
sin of Robert F. Kennedy.

The list, which reads like a legal
Who’s Who, includes the trials of
Charles Manson, Angela Davis, Dan-
iel Ellsberg, Manson-follower
Lynette “Squeaky” Fromme, John
Z. De Lorean, former Arizona Gov.
Evan Mecham and Exxon Valdez
skipper Joseph Hazelwood.

Some of her trials are remembered
more by the defendant’s nicknames—

the Hillside Strangler, Freeway Kil-
ler, and the Nightstalker.

In civil court, she has reported the
landmark “palimony” case of Marvin
vs. Marvin, Art Buchwald’s plagia-
rism suit against Paramount Pictures,
and the sensational AIDS-related
lawsuit against Rock Hudson by his
gay lover. In between times, the AP
veteran has covered Presidents
Richard Nixon and Ronald Reagan at
their Western White Houses, assassi-
nation attempts on President Gerald
Ford, and, from Guam, the evacua-
tion of Vietnam after the fall of Sai-
gon.

Next up for Deutsch is the trial of
four Los Angeles police officers in
connection with the beating of black
motorist Rodney King, which was
videotaped by an amateur camera-
man and became a national story. The
case has drawn so much local atten-
tion that the trial has been moved
from Los Angeles to a small town in
neighboring Ventura County, where a
massive media glut is expected.

Deutsch sees herself as carrying on
a tradition of an almost extinct spe-
cies: the traveling trial correspon-
dents who flourished in the 1940s and
’50s — legendary figures such as
Theo Wilson of the New York Daily
News, Doc Quigg of United Press
International, the Chicago Sun-
Times’ Ray Brennan, Dorothy Kil-
gallen of the New York Journal-
American, Gene Miller of the Miami
Herald, and Hearst writer Bob Consi-
dine.

Wilson who, according to Deutsch
was the “heart and soul” of the
group, lives in L.A. and is currently
writing a book about her experiences.

To Deutsch, the trials she has cov-
ered go deeper than whatever sensa-
tional stories they provided.

“They are a mirror of our times,”
she said. “The Pentagon Papers trial
was about the Vietnam war, Patty
Hearst illustrated the gap between
parents and children, the Manson
case told us about the drug culture in
the’60s, the Marc Christian [Rock
Hudson’s boyfriend] trial was the first
examination of AIDS in our courts,
De Lorean gave us a look at the yup-
pie culture of the *80s and Exxon Val-
dez highlighted the entire environ-
mental movement.
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trial was about politics but it was
really about the whole issue of rape,”
she asserted.

Deutsch remembers the Exxon
Valdez trial for more than its histori-
cal significance.

“[AP bureau chief] Andy Lippman
called me over one day and said,
‘Guess where you’re going? Alaska.’
I said, ‘Andy, I live in California and
this is February. I don’t have the right
clothes for Alaska.’ It became an
office joke that I wanted AP to buy me
a mink coat,” she related.

Deutsch did not get a mink coat
although the wire service furnished
her with snowshoes, boots, a heavy
jacket, thermal underwear, and other
gear to survive in Anchorage’s 20-
degree-below-zero weather.

Even so, she said, there always was
the danger of her face freezing in the
short walk from her hotel to the over-
heated courthouse, where she had to
shed all her outerwear.

News coverage always adds some-
thing to a reporter’s education but
trial reporting is in a special class
when it comes to acquiring knowl-
edge, according to Deutsch.

“During the Exxon Valdez trial 1
absorbed so much nautical technol-
ogy, I really felt that I could steer an
oil tanker,” she remarked.

Deutsch also bones up before a trial
but in one case, she admits, she stud-
ied the wrong subject.

Assigned to cover the National
Football League franchise trial pitting
then NFL president Pete Rozelle
against Al Davis, owner of the former
Oakland Raiders, she first hit the
books.

“I’m not a sports fan so I crammed
in everything I could about football,”
she said. “I needn’t have bothered.
The trial was not about football but
about money. I didn’t even have to
know the number of players on a
team.”

Deutsch, who is active in First
Amendment and bench-bar-media
groups, believes that part of her job is
“educating judges” to help eliminate
the conflict that frequently erupts
between the courts and the press,
leading to gag orders, closed pro-
ceedings, and other restrictions.

“Some judges think we are there to
make money for our newspapers by
sensationalizing,” she observed,
“but I have found that things go a lot
smoother when a judge gets to meet
the press and realizes that we are
professionals, that we understand the
system, and that we are there to coop-
erate and not interfere. And that we
represent the public.”

Deutsch encourages reporters cov-

ering trials to attempt an informal

“It’s not as hard as you might
think,” she said.

Still, Deutsch is concerned about
the “constant battle” between the
courts and the press, a struggle she
largely attributes to “misunderstand-
ing and miscommunication.”

Television in the courtroom and
inexperienced reporters also play a
part in judges’ attitude toward the
press, she added.

is to be assigned to a courthouse beat,
she stressed. “You learn pretty fast
what you can and cannot do.”

Deutsch first learned her court
reporting on the Perth Amboy Eve-
ning News and Asbury Park Press in
New Jersey after graduating from
Monmouth College with a degree in
English.

Having been a film critic for her
college paper, Deutsch came to Cali-

“During the Exxon Valdez trial | absorbed so much
nautical technology, I really felt that | could steer an

oil tanker.”

“Judges who see themselves on tv
are going to be a bit more critical of
press coverage,” she explained. She
remembers one bench-bar-press
meeting in which a judge “mostly
complained about how he was photo-
graphed on tv.”

Then, some young reporters are
assigned to trials knowing little or
nothing about the court system and the
rules, she continued. She told of one
such newsman who slyly left his run-
ning tape recorder on a seat in the
courtroom after the press had been
sent out of a hearing. He was caught
and severely reprimanded by the
judge, Deutsch said.
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fornia with the idea of becoming an
entertainment writer and, for a while,
she was for AP. She still covers the
Oscar awards each year and fre-
quently reviews movies.

Now this AP expert believes that
there is more drama and entertain-
ment in the courtroom than produced
by Hollywood.

“What screenwriter could have
invented Charles Manson and his
murderous family?” she asked, “and
who could have dreamed up the
bizarre tale of Patty Hearst and the
Symbionese Liberation Army? These
are characters and drama larger than
fiction.”
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